‘Highlights’ as the Abstract of Abstracts? – A Genre Analysis
[bookmark: _GoBack]The current genre analysis study seeks to investigate the rhetorical structure of ‘Highlights’ as a recently emerged genre. The corpus (including 240 highlight sections) complied from two leading journals, ‘English for Specific Purposes’ and ‘English for Academic Purposes’ during a five-year period (2014-2018), was analyzed through a grounded theory approach. The qualitative analysis revealed a number of moves and steps recurrent in the corpus. Bearing similarities to the move structure of ‘abstracts’, the identified moves of highlights were research background, research purpose, research significance, research procedure, research findings, and research implications/ suggestions for further research. Additionally, the research procedure move was further sub-divided into research design, data collection, corpus/ participants, and data analysis steps. Quantitative analysis also indicated the frequency of occurrence of the moves and steps, leading to prioritizing the moves as obligatory and optional. Further studies could be carried out to investigate the disciplinary variations of highlights’ genre analytic structure.
