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Abstract

This study was an attempt to investigate the impact of mentor text modelling on accuracy and fluency of EFL learners’ writing performance on tasks with different levels of cognitive complexity in comparison with product-based and process-based instructions. For this purpose, from the population of learners enrolling in preparation courses for the high stake exams at Jihahde Daneshgahi, University of Isfahan, three intact classes were selected based on a convenient sampling method. The classes, a total of 60 EFL learners, were randomly assigned to three equal groups labeled as product-based (PBG), process-based (PRBG), and mentor text modeling (MTMG) groups, respectively. Each targeted class with twenty applicants was concurrently programmed for three writing tasks with various cognitive complexity levels: low, middle, and high. Employing a pretest-posttest quasi-experimental design, learners in the three groups received their instruction on advanced writing during a sixteen session course. The learners in each group were taught based on the selected writing approaches. At the end of the treatment, the learners' writing performance was assessed on test tasks within the pre-specified time and word limits by utilizing a relevant posttest. Data analysis reflected that mentor text modeling enjoyed a potentially higher pedagogical efficacy since the learners in the MTM group performed better in terms of both accuracy and fluency compared with the groups receiving their writing instruction through either product or process based approaches. Comparing product-based and process-based approaches, it was found that learners in the product group performed better in fluency while the process group performed better in accuracy.  With regard to cognitive complexity level of tasks, no significant difference was found in writing fluency among the three groups receiving three instructional approaches; however, regarding accuracy, the participants performed better in high complexity tasks. This study offers insightful pedagogical hints to EFL teachers, test takers, and writing material developers who have always had a hard time calibrating writing accuracy and fluency in high stake exams. 
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