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Abstract 
There is a longstanding interaction between music and literature, especially poetry. A historical perspective, an approach to both that goes beyond each era’s literary forms, shows that music has been influencing drama and particularly poetry from the very beginning. During ancient times, initially, numerous celebrations focused on music and singing, but were soon to include poetry as well. These connections have continued to the present day and both poetry and music have expanded their relationship. Theoretical and structural similarities between music and poetry, including poetic measurement through musical devices, indicate how music strengthens the form in poetry. However, such similarities remain to be argued in relation to the formalists’ point of view on the matter. To fill this gap, this article takes an interdisciplinary approach, making thematic and conceptual interconnections between the form and content of both literature, poetry in particular, and music. First, it will consider histories of some cultures related to the development of poetry through music. Then, the metaphorical studies of both suggest how music thematically and metaphorically enhances the meaning in poetry. Finally, some examples will be argued which indicate referentiality of music in literature, particularly poetry. Implications for further studies are discussed, especially when considering music as a model for poetry.
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