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Abstract
 
There has been a plethora of research and discussion on test fairness during the last couple of decades. The scope of fairness analyses range from a mere comparison of mean performance across groups of participants to large scale (qualitative and qualitative) studies of both psychometric features of the test and the uses to which test scores have been put. Differential item functioning (DIF) examines test fairness at the item level. Various methods have been suggested for DIF analysis most of which are based on categorization of the respondents based on observed variables. This study examines the applicability of a latent class analysis approach to DIF detection proposed by Zumbo, Liu, Wu, Shear, Olvera Astivia, and Ark (2015). In this approach, latent class analysis (LCA) is applied first to identify the underlying groupings that exist among the participants. Various covariates are then entered into the model to predict class membership. This way, an objective mechanism for identifying sources of DIF is created. The data for the present study comes from an administration of the nationwide university entrance exam for foreign languages. The implications of the results for both research on DIF analysis in general and the fairness of the test itself are discussed accordingly. 
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