[image: image1.jpg]INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
ENGLISH LANGUAGE STUDIES

RECONCILIATION OF THE DISCIPLINES

ACROSS ENGLISH LANGUAGE STUDIES
TESOL « Translation & Interpreting (T&I)  Literature

]SI UNIVERSITY OF ISFAHAN'S





[image: image2.jpg]TH

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
UNIVERSITY OF ISFAHAN





 اولین کنفرانس بین‌المللی مطالعات زبانی (آیسلز 2019)
The First International Conference on English Language Studies 
(ICELS 2019)

Examining Features of Grammaticality Judgment Task as a Measure of Second Language Learners’ Linguistic Ability

Sepideh Mehraein 1; Ali Derakhshesh 2
1 PhD Candidate in TEFL, University of Tehran; Email: sepideh.mehraein@ut.ac.ir 

2 PhD in TEFL, Shahid Beheshti University; Email: ali.derakhshesh@gmail.com
Abstract 
Grammaticality judgment tasks (GJTs) have been frequently used in the field of second language acquisition to elicit data reflecting second language (L2) learners’ knowledge of grammar. However, only a few studies have examined in detail how task features of GJTs, i.e., time pressure, modality, and task stimulus affect language learners’ performance. In addition, a fourth task feature of GJTs, namely structure difficulty has received less attention in previous studies. This study builds on research examining the effect these four features have on learners’ linguistic ability when performing GJTs. To this end, seventy-two EFL learners completed four GJTs: an aural timed GJT (ATGJT), a written timed GJT (WTGJT), an aural untimed GJT (AUGJT), and a written untimed GJT (WUGJT), each divided into easy/difficult items. Results of the repeated-measures analysis of variance revealed a significant effect for the four factors on the judgment of L2 learners across GJTs. Moreover, analysis of test scores indicated among task features, modality and task stimulus resulted in the most and the least different patterns of performance, respectively, demonstrating learners had (a) more control over carefully processing items during WTGJT and WUGJT than during ATGJT and AUGJT, and (b) sufficient L2 knowledge of target structures to recognize the grammaticality of the items. 
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